
Tartan Times 
 McDowall  State School  
 An Independent Public School since 2013 

 

 Achieving better outcomes for all students 

 

School Administration (Office) 

Open Mon to Fri, 8.00am – 4.00pm 

Payment days: Tue & Thur: 8am – 11am 

 

Recess Times 

Prep – Year 2:  10.30am – 11.10am 

  12.45pm – 1.25pm  

Years 3 – 6: 11.00am – 11.40am 

  1.15pm – 1.55pm 

 

School Assemblies 

Mon:  9:00 – 9:30am (Years 3–6) 

Wed: 8.30 – 9:00am (Prep–Year 2)  

 

Tartan Tuckerbox (Tuckshop) 

Monday: 1st break only 

Open Tuesday to Friday 

Flexischools orders avail. Mon-Fri 

To volunteer: click here 

 

Uniform Shop 

Open Mon & Thu, 7.45am to 9.30am 

 

Standard Uniform (Mon – Thu) 

➢ Tartan or red polo shirt 

➢ Bottle green pants shorts / skorts 

➢ Bottle green socks & black shoes 
(Tartan) 

➢ White socks & black shoes (red polo 
shirt) 

➢ Red bucket (for Prep Year) or Bottle 
green reversible broad-brimmed hat  

➢ Winter: bottle green jacket, jumper 
and track pants 

 

Friday (Sports) 

➢ House shirt or red polo shirt if playing 
inter-school sports 

➢ Bottle green pants shorts / skorts   

➢ White socks  

➢ School hat 
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Office 3872 5333 

Absence 3872 5366 

Tuckshop 3872 5304 

Fax 3872 5300 

Email admin@mcdowallss.eq.edu.au 

Website www.mcdowallss.eq.edu.au 

  Please direct ALL OSH enquiries to the following          

   number - 3353 5755 

2 Principal’s  Post  

3 Music News 

3 Year 4 News 

4 Guidance Officer News 

4 P&C Association News 

  

  

  

  

Naplan! 

Naplan Testing Dates 2024 

The National Assessment Program - Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) will be implemented 
at McDowall State School in Years 3 & 5 over 13th to 18th March 2024.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

What’s Happening 

13.03.24 Yr 6 Parliament House Excursion - 6C1 

13-18.03.24 NAPLAN Testing 

15.03.24 Yr 6 Parliament House Excursion - 6C3, 6D2 

20.03.24 Yr 1 Raw Art Incursion 

22.03.24 Ride Safely to School Day 

25.03.24 P&C Association General Meeting 

28.03.24 Prep Easter Hat Parade 
Yrs 4-6 Inter-House Swimming Carnival 

18.04.24 Yr 3 Great Anzac Biscuit Bake-off 

22.04.24 P&C Association General Meeting 

29.04.24 Poem In Your Pocket Day 

30.04.24 Yr 3 Star Lab Incursion 

01.05.24 Yrs 5-6 Wavell SHS Problem-solving Challenge 

07-08.05.24 Yr 2 Bugs Education Incursion 

09.05.24 P&C Association Mother’s Day Stall 

10.05.24 Inter-School Sport 
P-2 Under 8’s Day (8am - 12pm)  

13.05.24 Yr 6 Mathematics Olympiad 

17.05.24 Inter-School Sport 
Walk Safely to School Day  

20.05.24 School Council Meeting 

22.05.24 P-2 National Simultaneous Story Time 

23.05.24 Yr 5 Street Science Incursion 

24.05.24 Inter-School Sport 

27.05.24 P&C Association General Meeting 

http://signup.com/go/dT18AR
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Principal’s Post 

Acknowledgement of Country – We are learning on 

Turrbal country.  

 

I would like to acknowledge the Traditional 

Custodians of the lands where we learn, the 

Turrbal people, and recognise their continuing 

connection to land, air and sea. I also pay my 

respect to all Elders past, present and those 

who are emerging here at McDowall SS and in 

all schools and educational settings.  

 

NAPLAN 

 

This week our Years 3 and 5 students 

will commence the NAPLAN 

assessments online, with the exception 

of the Year 3 Writing assessment which 

will still be conducted on 

paper.  NAPLAN is a point in time 

assessment for Literacy and Numeracy 

that is aligned to the Australian Curriculum.  Students are 

encouraged to try their very best for the assessment and are 

not expected to study for NAPLAN. Parents can support your 

child by reassuring them that NAPLAN is a part of their school 

program and providing positive encouragement for their 

efforts.  We have prepared the students to be familiar with the 

test format, platform and assessment processes to support 

them to feel comfortable during the assessments.  Parents 

wanting to know more about the types of questions and tools 

available in the online NAPLAN assessments, can find out more 

at: https://www.nap.edu.au/naplan/public-demonstration-site  

More information about NAPLAN can be found at: https://

www.nap.edu.au/naplan/for-parents-carers  

 

Our Three School Rules are: 

 

1. Respect for your self – Be safe (both physically and 

psychologically) 

2. Respect for others – Be kind 

3. Take responsibility for your own actions  - Be an 

independent learner 

 

In other words our school rules help us by focusing on: 

➢ Keeping yourself safe; 

➢ Being kind to others; 

➢ Taking an interest in your learning and applying your 

learning to situations.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Show kindness - Give back,  show gratitude and bring joy  

Did you know that one of the best ways to be kind to yourself is 

to be kind to others? 

 

Studies have shown that when you do a kind deed or show 

kindness to others, it actually delivers a bigger happiness boost 

to you than the person you’re helping. 

 

You can unlock this happiness boost with either an act of giving, 

like volunteering or helping someone in need; or performing an 

act of gratitude, like sending a thank you note or just writing 

down something you are grateful for each day. 

 

Why? Research tells us that performing an act of kindness 

triggers the release of a chemical called oxytocin. This 

stimulates the area of your brain associated with social 

connection and trust, which makes you feel good. 

 

Showing gratitude can improve your self-esteem, enhance 

empathy, reduce aggression and even help you sleep better. 

Acts of gratitude create strong positive emotions, and practising 

them regularly will also help build your mental resilience. 

https://www.mentalwellbeing.initiatives.qld.gov.au/the-building
-blocks/show-kindness  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parents and Citizens Meeting  

 

Our P&C AGM and General Meeting will be held on Monday 25th 

March 2024 at 7pm in K Block (OSHC) in person. The P&C 

Association works in partnership with the school, the principal 

and the community. Its purpose is to promote the interests of 

the school and to achieve the best possible outcomes for 

students. All parents and carers are very welcome to attend this 

meeting  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONTACT: Ms Imogen Stager, Principal 

https://www.nap.edu.au/naplan/public-demonstration-site
https://www.nap.edu.au/naplan/for-parents-carers
https://www.nap.edu.au/naplan/for-parents-carers
https://www.mentalwellbeing.initiatives.qld.gov.au/the-building-blocks/show-kindness
https://www.mentalwellbeing.initiatives.qld.gov.au/the-building-blocks/show-kindness
https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwj44IaW59baAhVTPrwKHb4zCggQjRx6BAgAEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Ffernhillss.eq.edu.au%2FCalendarandnews%2FNews%2FPages%2FNaplan-Testing-Week.aspx&psig=AOvVaw2oBulxniDpo
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiC94HPy_TXAhUGo5QKHTuJBQIQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwebsites.sportstg.com%2Fassoc_page.cgi%3Fc%3D1-6797-0-0-0%26sID%3D187981%26news_task%3DDETAIL%26articleID%3D33
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Principal’s Gallery 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Music News 

Band Uniforms 

All members of performing ensembles are required to wear the 

correct McDowall State School Instrumental Music Programme 

Uniform when performing in public or at other advised events. 

Next term, a number of our ensembles will be performing in our 

first Celebration Concert for the year. The correct uniform must 

be worn to this performance.  

Students who play in Cantabile Strings, Presto Strings, 

Keona Band and Rode Band will require the following 

uniform: 

PERFORMANCE UNIFORM: CANTABILE STRINGS, PRESTO 

STRINGS, KEONA BAND and RODE BAND 

Please note that all beginning instrumental music students and 

members of the Adagio Strings, Metro and Mayer Bands,  Junior 

and Honours Choirs wear their formal tartan uniform for 

performances. 

This year the performance uniform, white long-sleeved shirt and 

black trousers, can be pre-ordered through the uniform shop.  

The ‘tartan vest’ is available for hire from the Uniform Shop. A 

letter will soon be sent home with the ‘tartan vest’ hire 

agreement and the pre-order form for the white long-

sleeved shirt and black trousers. Please fill in these forms 

and hand in, along with payment, to the uniform shop. Orders 

can be placed online from Monday 11th March until Friday 

22nd March 2024 or placed directly with the Uniform Shop up 

until 9:30am Thursday 21st March 2024.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONTACT: Ms Vanessa Crowhurst, Head of Curriculum 

Department 

 

Year 4 News 

Jasper W participated in the Nudgee Chess Tournament on 3rd   

March and won the Novice Title. Congratulations on a wonderful 

achievement, Jasper. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONTACT: Mrs Naomi Thistlethwaite, Years 2-4 Deputy Principal 

w/c 11th Mar 3F1 
Please enjoy a snapshot of art-

work featured from  
3N2 

w/c 18th Mar 3F2 
w/c 25th Mar 3F4 
w/c 15th Apr PC2 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiOw_rV6NbZAhWGkpQKHa-WCB0QjRx6BAgAEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.oogazone.com%2F2017%2Fbest-concert-band-and-choir-cartoons-vector-file-free%2Fbest-cartoon-wind-ensem


 

 

 Tartan Times  13 March –  2024   Page 4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Guidance Officer News 

Physical Activity  

The Australian Government Department of Health advises that 

children aged 5-17 should aim for at least 60 minutes of 

moderate to vigorous physical activity per day.  Anything that 

gets their heart rate up will do. Consider these tips: 

➢ Basketball, soccer, netball, lap swimming, skipping or 

running are all great ways to add more vigorous activity 

to a day. They don’t have to be organised, paid activities 

– they can be as simple as grabbing a ball or a friend and 

running around at the park. Anything that makes kids 

‘huff and puff’ counts! 

➢ Add to the daily total with moderate-intensity activities 

such as bike riding, scootering or skateboarding. Swap a 

drive to the local shops or library with a bike or scooter 

ride. 

➢ Examples of light activities include leisurely walking or 

playing handball. Walking your dog or to school is a great 

way to increase light activity. Some activity is better than 

none. 

➢ Great options to strengthen muscles and 

bones include skipping, running, yoga, jumping, push-

ups, sit-ups, lifting weights, lunges, squats, climbing 

trees or swinging on monkey bars. 

 

Increasing movement time will likely help reduce recreational 

screen time as well! 

 

More information: 

https://www.health.gov.au/ 

CONTACT: Mrs Ellie Goodwin, Guidance Officer 

 

P&C Association News 

Ride Safe to School 

 

Join us on Friday 22 March 2024 in riding/skating/scooting to 

school to mark National Ride Safely to School Day. Help us to 

teach kids about active travel and to embrace a healthier 

lifestyle. Register for this Event, for your McDowall SS student 

to go into the draw to win a brand new scooter and helmet, 

courtesy of Tim Mander, MP Everton. Winner is announced the 

same day. 

Prep Tea Towels 

 

Each child will be creating their 

works of art in class in Term 2!  

Their drawings and names will be 

arranged altogether as a 

commemorative design for the 

McDowall SS Preppies of 2024 and 

then screen printed onto natural, 

premium 100% cotton tea towels. The Tea Towels are a 

beautiful keepsake for the prep students. 

 

Easter Stall  

 

Join us for a hop-tastic Easter Egg Hunt and Neighbour Day 

2024 on the 24th of March, from 9:00 - 11:30 am at Teralba 

Park, Everton Park! 

 

The spectacular Easter Egg Hunt—seek hidden treasures, and 

you might encounter the Easter Bunny himself! Don't forget to 

bring your Easter baskets. :) 

 

Bring your family and friends to explore our community stalls, 

fostering connections with neighbours, sampling delectable 

treats, and discovering local businesses. Enjoy the vibrant 

atmosphere and make lasting memories. 

 

Your little ones are in for a treat with free face painting, 

entertaining games, and various exciting activities. This is a day 

packed with joy and laughter that you won't want to miss! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONTACT: Mr Doug McGarry, P&C Association Operations 

Manager 

https://www.health.gov.au/

