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Library Books!

EDITION: 24 November 2021
Just a reminder that all school library books are due back this
Friday to the library please. If you find any school library books
hidden under beds or couches, please send them in. Overdue
notices will be sent on a daily basis as of next Monday to all
students that have overdue items. Of course, the library
remains open at the usual break times for students to come in
and use the space.

Reading can have a huge impact on how students achieve
academically. More than that, the power of reading is the power
to discover, learn and grow. The amount of reading a student
does outside of school can relate directly to the growth in their
vocabulary, their comprehension skills, their verbal fluency and
their general knowledge.
Keep your McDowall student reading over the holidays – visit local council libraries and
join their reading programs, make reading a game at the grocery store or with road signs
on a trip, always have a book packed, move reading outside into the beautiful summer
day, show an interest in their reading choices and set a reading challenge with a reward.
CONTACT: Ms Sandra Davis, Library Aide
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School Administration (Office)
Open Mon to Fri, 8.00am – 4.00pm
Payment days: Tue & Thur: 8am – 11am
Recess Times
Prep – Year 2:
Years 3 – 6:

10.30am – 11.10am
12.45pm – 1.25pm
11.00am – 11.40am
1.15pm – 1.55pm

School Assemblies
Mon:
8:55 – 9:30am (Years 3–6)
Wed:
8.30 – 9:00am (Prep–Yr 2)
Tartan Tuckerbox (Tuckshop)
Monday: 1st break only
Open Tuesday to Friday
Flexischools orders avail. Mon-Fri
To volunteer: click here
Uniform Shop
Open Mon & Thu, 7.45am to 9.30am

What’s Happening
25.11.21

26.11.21
01.12.21
02.12.21
03.12.21
08.12.21

Morning Melodies Concert
Year 6 Life Saving Programme
Swimming Programme - 1J1, 1J2, 2J7, 2J8, 2Q1, 2Q2, 2O1, 2O2
TAPS - Prep & Yr 1, 5.30pm - 6.30pm
Swimming Programme - 2J7, 2J8, 2Q1, 2Q2, 1J5, 1J6
Swimming Programme - 1J1, 1J2, 1J3, 1J4, 1J5, 1J6, 2O1, 2O2
Year 6 Life Saving Programme
Swimming Programme - 2J7, 2J8, 1J3, 1J4, 2Q1, 2Q2, 2O1, 2O2
Table Tennis Tournament
P&C Association Disco

10.12.21

Year 6 Graduation
Year 6 Presentation Assembly
Last Day of Term 4, 2021

24.01.22

First Day of Term 1, 2022

PLEASE NOTE: THE ABOVE DATES ARE COVID RESTRICTIONS PENDING

Standard Uniform (Mon – Thu)
➢ Tartan or red polo shirt
➢ Bottle green pants shorts / skorts
➢ Bottle green socks & black shoes
(Tartan)
➢ White socks & black shoes (red polo
shirt)
➢ Red bucket (for Prep Year) or Bottle
green reversible broad-brimmed hat
➢ Winter: bottle green jacket, jumper
and track pants
Friday (Sports)
➢ House shirt or red polo shirt if playing
inter-school sports
➢ Bottle green pants shorts / skorts
➢ White socks
➢ School hat
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Principal’s Post
Year 6 Remembrance Day – National
Memorial Walk Gallipoli Barracks
On Remembrance Day, I had the great
honour of joining our Year 6 students,
teachers and the Deputy Principal, Mr Pedwell
in marking Remembrance Day at the Royal
Australian Regiment National Memorial Walk
at the Gallipoli Barracks. We were welcomed
by the Royal Australian Regiment National
Memorial Walk Manager, Dave McDonald and the Catafalque
Party. It was an extremely moving and emotional experience
for the students, staff and myself. Thank-you to the Gallipoli
Barracks for accommodating our school as we all remember.
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Thank-you and Reflection on 2021
As we are winding up the year, I would like to take this
opportunity to wish all students leaving McDowall SS all the
very best. This also includes our Year 6 graduating classes. I
wish our Year 6 students all the very best with their next
chapter of education and thank them for the legacy that they
leave behind here at McDowall SS. Thank-you to our student
leaders for your accomplishments and lasting impacts. We
have begun to welcome our new prep students and their
families into the school. May their schooling years be filled with
contentment and accomplishment.
Thank-you for the amazing support that the school has received
from our P&C association and members. I would particularly
like to thank the P&C executive for all that they have achieved
in 2021, including building works, facilities maintenance, the
running of OSHC and the Tuckshop, fundraising and education
support.
Thank-you to our school council members for their feedback
and guidance provided to both Mr Bruce Fogarty and myself
during 2021.

No morning supervision of students before 8am
A reminder to all our parents and carers that there is no
morning supervision of students prior to 8am. For the safety of
students, all parents and carers are reminded not to drop their
children at school prior to this time. The P&C run Outside
School Hours Care provides supervision for students prior to
8am before School from 6:30am-8:30am each morning. More
information on Outside School Hours Care can be found at:
https://mcdowallsspc.org.au/services/outside-school-hourscare-oshc/

Thank-you to all the school staff during 2021, including Mr
Bruce Fogarty for his guidance and leadership during 2021 and
all the previous years. Thank-you to the staff for your warm
welcome and for encouraging, supporting, teaching and
inspiring our students. Your work during 2021, has been
greatly appreciated and please accept my heartfelt thanks for
all that you have achieved as a team. I would also like to
acknowledge the school leadership team, for their support,
expertise and dedication to the school in 2021. It has been a
joy to work alongside you in leadership.
Thank-you to our parents for supporting your children
throughout the school year and for the very warm welcome I
received from you all in July. I have loved getting to know the
parents and carers of this wonderful community. Education of
students is a commitment between dedicated teaching staff and
enthusiastic parents and carers.
Thank-you also to the wider school community, including the
wider McDowall Community, Department of Education and
Metropolitan regional staff, our wonderful neighbouring state
schools, our local early learning centres, Brisbane City Council
including Councillor Tracy Davis, our member for Everton, Mr
Tim Mander and our federal member for Lilley, Ms Anika
Wells.
Thank-you to all our parent/carer volunteers and
community volunteers for making this school a better place and
for supporting students and staff. Your support has been
greatly appreciated.

Finally, I would like to thank our students for diligently
engaging in education and their learning. I am very proud of
their progress and achievement this year and I’m sure they are
Notification of Classes for 2022
of themselves. It has been an honour to be their principal
during the second part of the year, and to support them on
Base on feedback from parents and staff, our procedure for their educational journey. I’m looking forward to returning to
informing parents of their child/ren’s classes for 2022 will be McDowall SS in Term 1, 2022. Wishing all a restful and
very similar to this year. Parents and carers will receive an relaxing break with loved ones.
email notification of their child’s class from Wednesday 19th
January 2022, with a text message requesting parents and
carers to check their emails. Parents and Carers will be able to
bring their child’s book pack to their new classroom on Friday
21st January 2022.

CONTACT: Ms Imogen Stager, Principal
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Principal’s Gallery
w/c 29th Nov

Dance

w/c 6th Dec

6C3

-

-

Music News
Please enjoy a snapshot of
artwork

Come Celebrate With Us!!!!
Our Performing Arts students can’t wait to perform at our
Celebration Concert and Morning Melodies Concert. The
concerts aim to showcase the wonderful talents of the many
students who make up the McDowall Instrumental Music
Immersion Programme, Choral Programme and Dance
Programme.
On Wednesday evening, 24th November, at Craigslea State
High School Assembly Hall, we will present our end of year
Celebration Concert featuring the following ensembles and
choirs.

Year 4 News
Last week students in Year Four attended a writing workshop
presented by international award winning children's author
Michelle Worthington. Ms Worthington has been shortlisted
twice for the Children's Book Council of Australia's picture book
of the year and is a two-time winner of the International Book
Award. Ms Worthington has also been a finalist in the USA Best
Book Awards.
Ms Worthington presented a 40 minute writing workshop to
each of our Year Four classes as part of the book launch for
her brand new book ‘Sass and Traz Save the Library’. This was
a wonderful opportunity for our students to engage with a
professional writer and to learn about the craft of writing.

➢

Rode Band

➢

Keona Band

➢

Honours Choir

➢

Senior Choir

➢

Presto Strings

➢

Cantabile Strings

➢

Year 5 Dance Troupe

➢

Year 6 Dance Troupe

➢

Year 6 Wind Ensemble

➢

Chamber Strings

The concert will commence at 6:30 pm sharp in the
Craigslea State High School Hall and should run for
approximately an hour and a half. Tickets for this event close
at 9am on Wednesday 24th November, 2021.
On Thursday morning 25th November we will present our
Morning Melodies Concert which will showcase our
Instrumental Music Immersion Programme Junior bands and
ensembles, Junior Choir and Year 3 and 4 Dance Troupes. The
following
ensembles
will
feature
in
this
matinee
performance.

Please read students comments below:
➢

Year 3 Bands

➢

Year 3 Strings

➢

Metro Band

➢

Adagio Strings

Lottie 4E2

➢

Junior Choir

Imagination is a tricky thing. Michelle Worthington taught me
about it and how to use it. She helped me with inspiration for
writing and now I feel confident to write all my ideas on paper.
Thank you!

➢

Year 3 Dance Troupe

➢

Year 4 Dance Troupe

I loved the author visit because Michelle inspired me to go
home and write my thoughts onto a piece of paper. I loved
how she was really enthusiastic and never gave up on her own
writing. My experience with Michelle was great and I would
love for her to come back to McDowall State School and tell us
more about her interest in writing books.

This concert will be a matinee performance commencing at
9:00am in the school hall. We are asking for a gold coin
Jacob 4E2
donation on entry. Tickets for this event close at 9am on
The author visit sparked my imagination with the book that I Wednesday 24th November, 2021.
had given up on that I was trying to create. I liked how
Michelle had used things in real life and turned them into We wish the students all the very best for their upcoming
stories. Overall, I learnt a lot about being an author and how performances.
to get good results when publishing a book.
Louis 4E2
CONTACT: Ms Vanessa Crowhurst, Head of Curriculum
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Guidance News

“I enjoyed the Remembrance Day walk because I got to say
thanks to all of the sacrifices that I am extremely thankful for.”

The end of Term 4 is just around the corner, and we hope the
end to this year is just as productive as the first. It has been
wonderful working with families and watching our students
grow. Covid has meant that we haven't been able to access
many of our favourite activities, including travel and spending
time with friends and family who live interstate or overseas.

“I reflected on how war has no winners, at the end of the day
you might have succeeded in your goal but you have lost
many, so you have not really succeeded.”

Keeping active and having a sense of belonging and
connectedness to others are important for wellbeing. These
Christmas holidays, families who are looking for local activities
for children are encouraged to look at the Qld Govt and
Brisbane City Council websites below for some school holiday
activity ideas:
https://www.qld.gov.au/recreation/holiday-activities

“This made me think more about the importance that ANZAC
and Remembrance Day hold in Australia and New Zealand
history.”
“I learnt that Remembrance Day is not about remembering the
war, fighting and soldiers, it’s about remembering the soldiers
who have served and sacrificed their lives to protect the
nation.”
“I am proud to remember these soldiers and commemorate in
the minute of silence. I appreciate how Enoggera Barracks
honours these fallen soldiers, and the Chaplain saying his
prayers.”

https://www.brisbane.qld.gov.au/whats-on-in-brisbane/schoolholiday-events
“Overall, this experience has helped me to see the many
sacrifices made to make sure we could live a nice life.”
“I enjoyed seeing the trees planted for every soul that fought
for our country.”
“Thank you for protecting my country.”
“I am ever so grateful to you for putting your time and effort
in for us to create such a memorable experience.”

Defence News
This month has seen McDowall State School students take time
to commemorate a significant date in Australian and world
history, Remembrance Day. Our Remembrance Assemblies
took place on the 10th November and the school received a
visit from three soldiers in the Australian Army and a PMV
Bushmaster vehicle. The soldiers spoke to the students about
their roles in Defence and answered many questions about
their truck. They attended our senior assembly and laid a
wreath at our Remembrance Stone. Thank you to Mrs Brewer
for arranging such an exciting and meaningful visit for the
students! On the 11th November, Remembrance Day, the Year
6 students travelled to the Gallipoli Barracks on the school’s
annual visit to the Walk of Remembrance. I’d like to share
some words of reflection from the students in 6C1.

Lest we forget

P&C Association News
Music Raffle

Have you got your ticket in the Music Raffle? Awesome prizes
are up for grabs – details at: https://www.raffletix.com.au?
ref=ddhsw . All proceeds go to the school Music Department.
Drawn Wednesday 24th November 7pm.
Huge thanks to our community who donated these prizes!
1. Apple Air Pod Pros – courtesy of John Bradley, Stone Real
Estate Aspley
2. $250 QPAC voucher – courtesy of Libby Patrick, Ray White
Bridgeman Downs
3. $120 contribution to your 2022 music fees* - courtesy of
our P&C Association
4. $100 gift certificate – courtesy of Native Beauty & Wellness

5. $70 Morris Brothers voucher – courtesy of our P&C
Association
6. $50 Westfield voucher – courtesy of our P&C Association
7. Mahalo Ukulele – courtesy of Morris Brothers Musical Store
*Conditions apply
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School Disco - Black & White Theme
Friday 3rd December
Prep to Year 2: 5:30pm-7pm
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Tuckshop has a Meal Deal available on Thursday
9th December. Some year levels may have made other
arrangements for their Break Up Day Party, so please check
with your children before placing orders. All options are
available 1st or 2nd break! Order on Flexischools.

Year 3 to Year 6: 7pm-8:30pm
Disco entry $8. Optional sausage sizzle meal deal $4 (includes
1 sausage/bread and 1 drink), vegetarian option available.
Order on Flexischools now!
➢

➢

➢

➢

➢

➢

➢

➢

Snack bar will be open and glow products will be
available for sale.
Lots of games and prizes!
Volunteers still needed! Please sign up here: https://
signup.com/go/bGcrZpN
This is an alcohol free event.
One parent/caregiver per family to attend please.
Parental supervision required at ALL times. Volunteers
are not responsible for supervising your children.
No siblings to attend unless they're a McDowall State We Love Our Community!
School student.
Did you know that Woolworth's North West Plaza are a big
Please ensure to arrive/leave promptly to prevent supporter of our school? Most recently they donated fruit and
water to our Open Day. Thanks Fiona and team!
pedestrian traffic and parking congestion.
Further Covid restrictions may apply. Parents/caregivers Drakes McDowall have a Community Dollars program and
MUST sign in with the Covid QR code at the school or McDowall State School P&C is a listed organisation. How it
works: for every $1 spent at a participating Drakes store in
Hall entry.
QLD, 1c will be credited to your organisation’s fund. See
Tuckshop for Key Tags.
Don't forget to consider getting school shoes from Rebel Sport
Mitchelton and Athlete's Foot Chermside.
Both have community give back programs and McDowall State
School get great rewards!

Tartan Tuckerbox News

Just a reminder to the school community, our tuckshop does
not accept any ‘BYO’ birthday cupcakes or ice blocks. For food
hygiene reasons, we cannot store food in our fridges and
freezers that do not come from our reputable suppliers. To be
fair to everyone, we do not accept and store any items brought
from home (even if it is sealed from a supermarket). For your
convenience, we sell cookies and a variety of frozen ice blocks
for birthdays. All profits go back to the school community and CONTACT: Ms Helen Tavner-Corner & Clancy Wall, P&C
Association Communication Coordinators
it’s easy to order on Flexischools!

